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trated. The demonstration will be indirectly, and less systematically, enforced by the detailed consideration of the events that have taken place since the opening of the new era marked by the Entente between France and England, the veritable significance of which was speedily defined by the organization of the Triple Entente. Meanwhile, it is evident that one can no longer chronicle the doings of any individual nation without writing, at the same time, the history of all the other peoples. Such is the modern dovetailing of the nations that national interests have become matters of international concern: national facts and events have become international facts and events; " nationalities " have been transformed into " interna-tionalities."
Obviously the word " nationalities" is here used in a special arbitrary sense. It means something very different from what it meant fifty years ago on the lips of a Louis Napoleon, and from what it means to-day to the Macedonians. It seemed, indeed, to Napoleon III that " national interests " had become " matters of international concern/' but he gave to his own formula a dangerous philosophic sense; and Louis Napoleon's case is typical.
It should never be forgotten that the defeat of France in 1870 was less the consequence of the inefficiency of her military power than the logical conclusion of the perilous foreign policy of Napoleon III. The Emperor was a generous ideologue, and his foreign policy was in sublime and absurd opposition to the best French national precedents and traditions. His passionate longing to substitute for the modus vivendi of the treaties of 1813 a more scientific and more logical state of international relations, to revise, in a word, the map of Europe by grouping peoples according } to racial or linguistic affinities, was one of the most characteristically doctrinaire notions that ever clouded a clear French brain. It was at the same time an absurdly pedantic and impracticable principle of diplomatic action, which put its